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PAGE supports Oxfordshire County Council report to oppose regional government minerals target
On the 18th May, the Oxfordshire County Council Cabinet will meet to ratify their response to the minerals quotas placed on the county by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government.  A 17% increase in minerals quotas was placed on Oxfordshire at the end of March, whereas other counties had their quotas decreased.  This puts pressure on the County Council to find new sites for sand and gravel extraction.   
In a report published this week by Oxfordshire’s Head Of Sustainable Development, Chris Cousins, the County Council are recommending that the increase in minerals quotas should be opposed.  This recommendation is highly likely to be ratified at a Council Cabinet meeting on the 18th May. 
Parishes Against Gravel Extraction – PAGE – represents eight parishes in South Oxfordshire that are currently under threat from County Council plans for new sites for minerals extraction.

PAGE spokesman Steve Thompson said, “We will be attending the Cabinet meeting on the 18th May.  PAGE is delighted to see that the County Council is standing up for the rural communities of Oxfordshire and is prepared argue the case to regional government that Oxfordshire is not an open quarrying solution to the minerals requirements of Southern England.”

Every official demand forecast at national level since 1991 has over estimated aggregates demand for every single year. The Government for Southern England (GOSE) devise regional targets based on an unpublished “black box” modeling program that has been shielded from public scrutiny.
Primary aggregate production has fallen in Oxfordshire every single year since 2001, whilst regionally imposed targets have been maintained at constant level over that time period.  This demonstrates a misinterpretation of the demands of the aggregates market at a local level.

GOSE have conducted sustainability reports on the counties in the Southern England. The only county that received “red flags” on sustainability issues such as impact on air pollution and biodiversity was Oxfordshire.  Yet GOSE fail to acknowledge these impacts in their land-grabbing attack on Oxfordshire. 
Steve Thompson continued, “Regional government continues to make unreasonable demands on minerals-rich counties such as Oxfordshire.  This cascades down to local rural communities who have to bear the brunt of this regional approach to the supply of minerals.  This results in the potential destruction of rural communities, countryside and heritage.  Rural lifestyles are disrupted, local economies are affected, property prices fall, and prime agricultural land is lost forever.”

County Councillor and County Heritage Champion Lorraine Lindsay-Gale is also supportive of this new report, “I am delighted that the report has reached this recommendation and I trust that my Councillor colleagues in Cabinet will ratify this without hesitation.  The County report clearly demonstrates that these regional quotas are not accurately taking local issues into consideration.  The Council must continue to defend this county against unnecessary minerals quotas.  I will continue to support the PAGE parishes in their ambition to protect their quality of life in rural Oxfordshire along with the rich heritage in their area.”

Finally, the Minerals Products Association (which represents the aggregates industry) has shown that the use of recycled and secondary materials in the GB aggregates market has increased rapidly, rising from 30 million tonnes per annum in 1990 to over 70mtpa in 2007. Over that period the share of the aggregates market supplied from recycled and secondary sources has risen from 10% to 25%. 
Spokesman Steve Thompson said “Although the County Council are likely to oppose the increase in minerals quotas on Tuesday’s Cabinet meeting, we will continue our pressure to reduce this quota even further.  Oxfordshire County Council have the opportunity to become one of the leading counties in the use of secondary and recycled aggregates and thus reduce the need for new minerals sites.   The PAGE villages, countryside and rural lifestyles of its residents are still under great threat.  We hope to work more closely with the County Council to identify new ways of meeting the local needs of the aggregates industry without resorting to further destruction of the South Oxfordshire countryside and heritage.”  
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Parishes Against Gravel Extraction (PAGE) is an alliance representing the eight parish councils affected by the proposed 2026 mineral extraction plans by Oxfordshire County Council:  Benson, Berinsfield, Berrick Salome, Drayton St Leonard, Dorchester-on-Thames, Newington, Stadhampton and Warborough.
In 2003, PAGE successfully campaigned against gravel extraction in the Stadhampton-Berinsfield-Warborough-Benson area through an evidence-based approach calling on professional expertise in archaeology, landscape, ecology, geology, hydrology, economics and transport.  In addition, PAGE successfully demonstrated that the County’s extraction quota and gravel availability had been widely overestimated and this led to a reduction in land requirements.

PAGE is a not-for-profit organisation run by volunteers. 
Further information can be found on the PAGE website www.pagecampaign.org

PAGE – Media contact

Steve Thompson
steve.thompson@pagecampaign.org
07909 504439
www.pagecampaign.org

