Press Release - For immediate release
Warborough, June 2010
New archaeological discoveries in South Oxfordshire
Parishes Against Gravel Extraction is delighted to announce the two major new archaeological discoveries in the Dorchester and Warborough areas of South Oxfordshire.

The results of archaeological surveys and aerial photography have demonstrated the existence of two new settlements.   

The first is a small settlement near Warborough, and is visible by previously unseen crop marks in aerial photographs.    

The second is a much larger settlement near Dorchester, and the surveys show a dense group of buildings at the junction of two roads.  Archaeologists have considered that both discoveries are thought to be of Roman origin, but confirmation of this will require further investigation.  These both represent a key development in the historical knowledge of the area.

Funded entirely by the residents of the local parishes, the PAGE Campaign was set up to defend 8 Parishes against the threat of sand and gravel extraction in their communities.  Using an evidence-based approach to their campaign, PAGE employed the services of Keevill Heritage Consultancy and Abingdon Archaeological Geophysics to investigate the archaeology of the areas under threat.

Using a technique known as magnetometry, the archaeologists were able to scan the fields over a series of coordinated gridlines. 

Archaeologist Graham Keevill who was commissioned to undertake the research in March 2010 describes the findings,  “Our initial work looked at some sample geophysical assessments of fields across the PAGE area.  Our eyes lit up when we saw the results.  It is very rare for archaeologists to come across such major new settlements.   Aerial images near Warborough clearly show a new settlement, probably of Roman origin, and we have confirmed the existence of structures with magnetometry.  The second settlement is a major new piece of evidence in the story of Dorchester, and shows a previously unknown suburb outside the limits of the Roman town.  PAGE and I are already in discussion with the landowner about how we can further investigate these new discoveries.  And I look forward to working with other agencies to assess and hopefully protect these areas.”

PAGE spokesman Steve Thompson said “It has been well known for many years that the stretch of the river Thames from Dorchester to Benson is of prime historical value.  We have scheduled monuments in abundance including the first ever Scheduled Ancient Monument, the Dyke Hills at Dorchester.  Our community-funded research continues to prove that this area is inappropriate for minerals extraction and we hope that Oxfordshire County Council and the aggregates companies finally realise that the historical value of this area is undisputable and must be preserved.  We all recognise the need for sand and gravel, but that has to be weighted against the damage it causes to the heritage of our country.  I am impressed by the overwhelming generosity of residents who have donated money to protect their countryside.”

John Howell, MP for the constituency and President of the PAGE Campaign added “This is extremely exciting news and a major contribution to archaeology both locally and nationally. We have always said that PAGE was not a NIMBY campaign. Sand and gravel are practically ubiquitous throughout the Thames Valley but this sort of archaeology is not. This area is unique. Within a few miles around Dorchester on Thames and Warborough lie over 40% of the Roman and Prehistoric schedule ancient monuments in the whole of my constituency. It would be madness to lose to gravel extraction this opportunity to see how an area was occupied over millennia."
County Heritage Champion, Councillor Lorraine Lindsay-Gale is delighted with the discovery. “The outstanding generosity of the residents in the PAGE parishes has funded an exceptional archaeological discovery. This unique area has already lost internationally significant archaeology with the destruction of the Dorchester Big Rings, a henge monument of similar importance to Stonehenge or Avebury, dug up by gravel extraction in the 1960s. The site is now one of nine lakes that virtually surround the village. These significant new discoveries reinforce that the Dorchester – Shillingford - Warborough area of the River Thames floodplain is of national archaeological importance and must be preserved. They also prove that just because we cannot see it does not mean that there is nothing there. Who knows what else PAGE may find as the campaign develops.”

George Lambrick, President of the Oxfordshire Architectural & Historical Society and former Director of the Council for British Archaeology commented “These are spectacular new discoveries of sites that are clearly important.  They illustrate that there is still an awful lot more to be known about the archaeology of the Thames gravels.  PAGE is doing fantastic work, but more of this needs to be done wherever areas are under threat.”

Funded entirely from donations from Parish Councils, residents and local societies, this type of archaeological research is a prime example of how local communities can act together to protect their local countryside from the devastation of minerals extraction.

ENDS 
About PAGE

Parishes Against Gravel Extraction (PAGE) is an alliance representing the eight parish councils affected by the proposed 2026 mineral extraction plans by Oxfordshire County Council:  Benson, Berinsfield, Berrick Salome, Drayton St Leonard, Dorchester-on-Thames, Newington, Stadhampton and Warborough.
In 2003, PAGE successfully campaigned against gravel extraction in the Stadhampton-Berinsfield-Warborough-Benson area through an evidence-based approach calling on professional expertise in archaeology, landscape, ecology, geology, hydrology, economics and transport.  

PAGE is a not-for-profit organisation run by volunteers. 
Further information can be found on the PAGE website www.pagecampaign.org
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