Press Release - for immediate release

Warborough, Monday 19 July 2010

PAGE calls on Oxfordshire County Council to exert self-determination of minerals production targets
Following the government decision to revoke the South East Plan, Parishes Against Gravel Extraction (PAGE) is looking for Oxfordshire County Council to now exert full control of the destiny of the Oxfordshire countryside and ensure that the county has a robust and evidence-based approach to minerals policy for at least the next 15 years.

Although the coalition government revoked the South East Plan in an announcement on 6 July by the Secretary of State Eric Pickles, the detail on minerals policy was less clear.

Instead of revoking the minerals policy entirely, the coalition government instead retained the position on the March 2010 targets determined by the previous Labour government.  This leaves Oxfordshire with the existing 2.1mpta (million tonnes per annum) target, a quota that has been fiercely opposed by both PAGE and by the County Council itself.

However, the government has also issued guidance that “planning authorities can choose to use alternative figures for their planning purposes if they have new or different information and a robust evidence base.”
Spokesman Steve Thompson gave the PAGE reaction to this news, “We shall be lobbying local government hard to ensure that County Councillors know that they now have an opportunity for self-determination on minerals policy.  It is time that every County Councillor in Oxfordshire realises that the ongoing plans to exploit the River Thames floodplain for sand and gravel are wholly unacceptable to local communities and must be challenged.”

The County Council has recently consulted with Parish Councils and other environmental groups on a revised set of options for minerals extraction in the county:

Option 1 - Existing sites - Windrush Valley (West Oxfordshire), Cassington, Radley area, Sutton Courtenay

Option 2 - New sites - Clanfield/Bampton, Sutton/Stanton Harcourt, Clifton Hampden/Wittenham, Warborough/Benson (including nominated sites at Drayton St Leonard and Stadhampton), Cholsey
Option 3 - Dispersal strategy - a combination of options 1 and 2, with a number of additional sites
Steve Thompson continued “The County Council have conducted two meetings with Parish Councils earlier this month.  Although it is useful to see the new options and have the opportunity to comment, PAGE feel that the elephant in the room is not being addressed.  The County Council has a unique opportunity for self-determination.  We have gathered evidence to demonstrate that the minerals quota of 2.1mtpa is overestimated by at least 100%.  Our calculations indicate that the minerals production target should be between 1.0 and 1.2mtpa, and that there are sufficient existing deposits and reserves in the county to meet the demand for sand and gravel without the need for the exploitation of new sites.”
County Councillors have been invited to a Minerals Producers Day on 22 July, where they will have the opportunity to look at minerals extraction and processing in person.  

“It is good to see that County Councillors have the opportunity to see minerals extraction in action.  We are also giving all County Councillors the opportunity to visit our area of South Oxfordshire and meet with us to examine the countryside and rural lifestyles that we enjoy at first hand.  They would be able to see that the A4074, the main transport route which runs through many of our communities, simply does not have the capacity for the additional HGV traffic required to transport sand and gravel to a processing plant and then on to the areas of demand.  We can also show the archaeological heritage that is also at threat.  I hope to see all County Councillors take this opportunity to form an objective and balanced view by meeting with the PAGE alliance of Parish Councils.”

In the meantime, PAGE is investing additional funds to advance their evidence-based approach to minerals extraction in the area.   With generous donations from residents and local community groups, PAGE is using professional expertise in transport, archaeology, economics, landscape impact, geology and ecology to devise the precise evidence-based approach that the government are calling for to challenge the existing minerals quotas.

In June 2010, PAGE announced the significant discovery of two new Roman settlements in the Dorchester – Warborough area.   

ENDS

The Department for Communities and Local Government Chief Planning Officer issued a letter and guidance notes on the revocation of regional strategies.  The documents can be downloaded here:

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/1631904.pdf
Oxfordshire County Council have published the revised set of spatial options for minerals extraction.  The presentation made to Parish Councils in July 7 is available for download from the OCC website:

http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/publicnet/council_services/environment_planning/planning/planning_policy/minerals_waste_policy/July2010Presentation.pdf
About PAGE

Parishes Against Gravel Extraction (PAGE) is an alliance representing the eight parish councils affected by the proposed 2026 mineral extraction plans by Oxfordshire County Council:  Benson, Berinsfield, Berrick Salome, Drayton St Leonard, Dorchester-on-Thames, Newington, Stadhampton and Warborough.

In 2003, PAGE successfully campaigned against gravel extraction in the Stadhampton-Berinsfield-Warborough-Benson area through an evidence-based approach calling on professional expertise in transport, archaeology, economics, landscape impact, geology and ecology.  

PAGE is a not-for-profit organisation run by volunteers. 

Further information can be found on the PAGE website www.pagecampaign.org
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