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PAGE relaunches to fight the gravel wars again

The campaign group PAGE – Parishes Against Gravel Extraction – has reformed to combat the threat to the South Oxfordshire countryside and heritage from the new County Council Minerals Plan.

PAGE represents the eight parishes of Benson, Berinsfield, Berrick Salome, Drayton St Leonard, Dorchester-on-Thames, Newington, Stadhampton and Warborough.
In 2003, PAGE successfully defended the Stadhampton-Berinsfield-Warborough-Benson area from large-scale gravel extraction plans.   Had these plans been implemented, the County Council would have sanctioned the destruction of a substantial area of natural beauty, archaeological heritage and prime agricultural land in South Oxfordshire.   

In developing their new Minerals and Waste Development Framework, the County Council have designated a series of five spatial options in Oxfordshire for potential sand and gravel extraction to 2026, four of which directly affect the PAGE parishes in South Oxfordshire.

The need for sand and gravel in Oxfordshire has been dictated by a regional planning system that takes little account of local issues and produces unrealistic targets as a result.  In March 2010, the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, John Denham, decided that the apportionment of sand and gravel extraction for Oxfordshire would increase by 17% from 1.8 million tonnes per annum to 2.1mtpa.  As a consequence, Oxfordshire County Council is under further pressure to extract even more minerals from the countryside.
“PAGE is a well-organised alliance of Parish Councils that will use strong evidence-based approach to fight these potentially damaging plans,” said Steve Thompson, spokesman for PAGE.  “We understand the need for gravel and sand, but it is more important to understand what is appropriate for this area.”
PAGE will be launching its new campaign through a series of six local events throughout April.  Banners and posters are already being posted to alert residents to this new threat to their local communities.
Steve Thompson continued “Gravel extraction on the scale that the County Council propose could bring 15 years of chaos to the villages in this area and result in permanent damage to our local heritage.  Our rural villages and lifestyles need protecting.”

But PAGE will not rest on past history to fight the current plans. “Harnessing the power of the web to gather support is our latest way of building an even stronger voice of opposition to this campaign.  People can visit our website, join our Facebook group, follow us on Twitter, and sign up to our email newsletters. We aim to reach out to as many supporters as possible.”  

The PAGE website can be found at www.pagecampaign.org
The PAGE launch events include those at Warborough Greet Hall on Saturday 10 April at 11am, Dorchester Village Hall on Wednesday 14 April at 7pm, Drayton St Leonard on Saturday 17 April at 11am, Stadhampton Community Hall on Tuesday 20 April at 7pm, and Berrick Salome Village Hall on Thursday 22 Aprill at 7:30pm.
ENDS

About PAGE

Parishes Against Gravel Extraction (PAGE) is an alliance representing the eight parish councils affected by the proposed 2026 mineral extraction plans by Oxfordshire County Council:  Benson, Berinsfield, Berrick Salome, Drayton St Leonard, Dorchester-on-Thames, Newington, Stadhampton and Warborough.
In 2003, PAGE successfully campaigned against gravel extraction in the Stadhampton-Berinsfield-Warborough-Benson area through an evidence-based approach calling on professional expertise in archaeology, landscape, ecology, geology, hydrology, economics and transport.  In addition, PAGE successfully demonstrated that the County’s extraction quota and gravel availability had been widely overestimated and this led to a reduction in land requirements.

PAGE is a not-for-profit organisation run by volunteers. 
Further information can be found on the PAGE website www.pagecampaign.org
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