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Minutes of Warborough Parish Council Annual Meeting              
Held on Wednesday 3rd April 2013 in The Greet Hall at 7.30 pm 

DRAFT * DRAFT * DRAFT 
 
 

Present Cllr Michael Herbert (MH) Chair 
 Cllr Will Partridge (WP) Vice Chair 
 Cllr Anne Brewer (AB)  
 Cllr Nigel Stanley (NS) 
 Cllr Dominic Carter (DC) 

Clerk Jo Burns (Clerk) 
District Cllr Marc Hiles (MHs) 
County Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale (LLG) 
8 members of the public 
 

037 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 4th April 2012 
 Circulated and approved May 2012 
038 Chair’s Report 
 This year has seen a number of changes to your Council. Jim Thomson resigned after suffering a serious 

stroke.  We shall miss his expertise and enthusiasm. He was leading us on more than one project and it has 
taken us time to restart that work. Paul Jackson also resigned in the last year and we were also very sorry to 
see him go. His work commitments meant that he was to be away from the village for greater periods hence 
his resignation. And in a turbulent year for Councillors I now have to announce that Steve Thompson has 
submitted his resignation. He led us into a new Parish Website and was very active in the PAGE campaign. He 
had moved to Preston Crowmarsh but was active for us until recently. 

 We have been lucky to co-opt Nigel Stanley and Karin Van Vrede to our Council to continue the work of the 
Council. The process to replace Steve is just about to commence. It is likely we shall try to co-opt another 
Councilor to replace Steve as the current Council has only two more years to serve. 

 The projects which Jim Thomson was involved in, repairs and protection of the Green have received a setback 
but have restarted. The maintenance of Parish property has been picked up by Will Partridge and also Nigel 
Stanley. Paul Jackson’s brief has been shared by other Councilors. Anne Brewer has joined me on planning 
duties and Will has contributed as well. 

 A year with so many changes slows down our working capacity and I am grateful that new Councillors have 
attended seminars and training to improve their abilities and understanding of local government. Many of you 
will be unaware of the work that goes on to support our activities as a Parish Council. After some months of 
effort we have changed our bankers to Lloyds Bank. The determination of our Clerk is to be applauded. 

 On the Planning side the most controversial application was to propose the creation of a slipway and dock to 
the West of Shillingford Bridge. We recommended refusal by the SODC. The applicant appealed the refusal and 
lost the case on appeal. Many small applications have been made and most of them have been supported and 
passed. 

 The biggest change to the way planning operates in future results from the new Localism legislation. It gives us 
as a Parish the opportunity to create a Neighborhood Plan which will allow us to create a new long term plan 
for the future of our community. It is a challenge we should accept. It is not a cheap option, but failure to take 
this opportunity could result in others designing the future of the Parish. 

 One piece of good news is that a safe crossing of Henley Road is now in place following the work by our County 
Councilor Lorraine Lindsey Gale. The location is where it is because of the transport regulations in force. We are 
very pleased and grateful for her work on this project for us. We have used most of the money from The Keen 
Edge Ferry Bridge to contribute to OCC costs. We deemed that a safer road crossing would enable walkers to 
cross Henley Road particularly at busy times. 

 I would like to recognize the work done by Sarah Martin with the support of Stephen & Marti Cook to create a 
permissive path to supplement the Millennium path in the field to the East of the Green. Three of your 
Councillors have erected signs delineating the new Jubilee walk. This is also a reminder that celebrations of the 
Jubilee and a memorial stone were also organized by your Council. 

 I would like to recognize the work of our Parish Clerk, and the contribution of all of your Councillors to the good 
running of this whole parish, and express my personal thanks on your behalf for all the work that they do. 

  
039 Finance Report  
 The PC held £55,265.34 in the Treasury account and £20,000 in a 6 month term account as at the 1st March 

2013. £7,007 is held in the term account from the Keen Edge Trust. £5,000 of these funds were donated to the 
County Council as a contribution towards the new Pelican crossing at the end of March. All bank accounts were 
moved from Santander to Lloyds TSB in September. 

 Income for the year was £43,550. This includes the annual precept of £30,000, income from The Greet Hall of 
£5,600, rent from the allotments, Cricket & FC of £1,690, car boot sales of £1,780, a grant towards the PC’s 
grasscutting costs of £1230 and filming income of £680. Reclaimed VAT also appears in this figure (£2,560). 

 Expenditure for the year was £41,940. This year the council spent £600 maintaining the Pavilion, £5,350 
decorating The Greet Hall and £4,200 maintaining it, £1,750 on maintaining trees, £2,565 on S 137 payments 
supporting St Laurence School with a visit from the Life Education caravan, Royal British Legion, Roke and 
Benson Band and PAGE and other local charities, £4,800 on the Diamond Jubilee stone and celebrations for the 
village and £4,400 on grasscutting (of which we receive £1,230 as a grant from OCC to help cover the 
expense). £18,275 was spent on general Parish maintenance, including administration costs and salaries. 
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 The council received a good report from the internal auditors. Arrow Accounting are continuing as internal 
auditors.The first part of the audit was carried out in December and will be completed in May. 

 The current financial year’s accounts will be available for inspection in the summer. The dates are to be 
confirmed. 

 
040 Committee Reports 
 Maintenance – Greet Hall Firstly, my thanks to Nigel Stanley who shares in responsibility with me for the hall 

and to the long term users without whom income would fall far short of that required to cover the day to day 
running costs. The maintenance of this fine hall is our major concern. The general upkeep and now, major 
projects, concern us at every Parish Council meeting. During the last twelve months we have been: 

 Re-painting the main hall and toilets 
 Installing heaters in the toilets and lagging the loft area including the kitchen 
 Re-organising the stage area and removing unwanted stored items 
 Replacing old curtains with black out blinds to assist in improving stage lighting 
 Obtaining a grant from Oxfordshire County Council to improve the stage lighting and pay for the blinds. Thanks 

to Councillor Lorraine Lindsay-Gail for that. 
 Attending an energy efficiency workshop. 
 Receiving a grant to carry out an energy audit which will ensure a further grant to improve the heating and 

lighting. 
 Obtaining quotes for the replacement of the double doors leading out to Thame Cottage as the frames are 

completely rotten. Action will be taken to seek out any further grant aid. 
 Carrying out remedial work on the lower roof. 
 Seeking a major grant for capital investment to re-roof the whole building.  
 Attending a pre-application workshop run by SODC in order to make the best application. 
 Nigel Stanley leads on the Pavilion. In general the pavilion is not in bad shape and well used during the 

cricket/football seasons. However, there have been some instances of vandalism, in particular wooden spindles 
on the veranda have been kicked out and one window broken. Some of the support timbers are showing signs 
of rot at the bases. The guttering is need of some repair. 

 In conclusion it has been an active year. During the course of seeking advice, grants and training, greater 
contact and understanding of organisations out there has been achieved and thanks go to them: 

 OCVA  -  Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action 
 TOE2    -  Trust for Oxfordshire Environment 
 ORCC   -  Oxfordshire Rural Communities Council 
 OALC    - Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
 Last and not least thanks go to Oxfordshire County Council and South Oxfordshire District Council 
 Planning – We need to work hard for the long term future of the village. The way we can do this is by 

producing a Neighbourhood plan. A volunteer will be needed to lead a team if the village decides to go ahead. 
 Village Shop -  
 Environment - Some of what I am to report on will require planning for further bad weather, including ditch 

clearance, water logged greens and dangerous footpaths when frozen or covered in snow. 
 Warborough is famed for the Green South and the green beyond. It is important to remember that what we 

have is a village green and the Parish Council is duty bound to protect and preserve it. Many villages faced with 
that prospect have the task of ensuring encroachment by motor vehicles is kept at bay. It requires a balanced 
approach. To that end we have a project currently in the early stages to provide an extended car parking 
facility at the Six Bells. We have a quote for ‘Grasscrete’ to be laid alongside the tarmac where the pub sign is. 
It will provide hard standing for at least eight vehicles on a surface that incorporates a concrete base with 
grass. It will be less intrusive than tarmac. By providing this amenity the Council will seek, after consultation, 
restricted parking elsewhere with wooden bollards to prevent further ‘creep’ onto grassed areas. 

 Access areas across and around the Green South have suffered badly from the weather and vehicle movement. 
We are looking into the cost of removing the top layer and laying new hardcore. It is no use simply filling the 
potholes as they wash out quickly or are removed by vehicles. 

 Gilbert Hobbs has already provided a soak away on the area near to the pavilion, which remains wet for much 
of the time and restored worn grass areas at vulnerable corners. Further work will be carried out along the 
Thame Road and the Rod Eyot to prevent further damage to the verges.  

 Areas at each end of the allotment hedge have remained waterlogged all the winter. This has not prevented 
vehicle parking at these sites, creating a lot of damage with ruts and churned up turf. Increased parking along 
the Green North has also meant damage to the verges. Preventative measures are in hand. 

 To ensure best use of the car park at the tennis courts Gilbert has raked off the hard standing and removed the 
old gates and the first part of the hedgerow each side to improve visibility. We are adding to that a warning 
sign ‘children’s play area’ and a mirror opposite the entrance to assist in visibility when exiting the car park. 

 Hammer Lane has seen collected water covering much of the road. Oxfordshire County Council is responsible 
for maintenance as it is a public road. Potholes have been filled, but the ditch remains a problem. It is hoped 
that the Council will rectify the problem by opening up the ditch and finding the outlet to the drain, which runs 
near to the Greet Hall.  

 Oxfordshire County Council has a plan to fill potholes across the county. Residents are requested to photograph 
potential sites and send electronically to the Highways Department. 

 Snow and frost have left footpaths in a perilous state. We had snow removed from the footpath between the 
shop and Sinodun View, being the main footpath for elderly residents. In future we will be looking at grit bins 
and tools for removing snow. 

 We have walked the ditches with the aid of a parish map showing all the ditches. A contract exists for clearing 
the main ditch on Thame Road. Other ditches have been identified for further clearance. 
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 Concern was expressed about a hole appearing in the footpath leading from Green North into the churchyard 
via Nellie’s Cottage. A ditch runs from the Green North into the churchyard under the footpath. On inspection 
accumulated debris and an old tree trunk were removed in the process of mending the ditch cover. However, 
the metal railings around the ditch were rusted away. These were removed and a price has been obtained for 
replacing like for like.  

 Tree pruning took place earlier this year and this will remain an ongoing project. Young trees will be planted 
where dead ones have been removed. 

 A litter pick has been organised for Saturday 13 April. Further details will be found in the April edition of the 
parish magazine. 

 In conclusion it has to remain a key objective for the Parish Council to maintain the appearance of Warborough 
and Shillingford. 

 Recreation – Progress with the cricket nets has stalled this year, in part due to a hand-over of the cricket club 
chair. The PC do not think planning permission is required for the movable nets, but due to The Green being an 
area of outstanding natural beauty, agree that seeking planning permission is the right way to go about 
creating a permanence for the place of nets to be used on The Green. The play areas at Hammer Lane and The 
Green are assessed annually by RoSPA for health and safety. There is some wood decay and metal wear. Some 
items will need replacing and repairs will be made. Replacement of play equipment will also be assessed over 
the next few years. There is also a commitment to look at the possibilities of creating a space for a bike track. 

 Communications – The website has had over 4,000 visits in the past year. The PC continues to fund the 
printing of the village magazine and contribute to the monthly issues. 

 Events – The car boot sales start again on the 7th April until September. The Warborough festival will be held 
in July. Melbourne Cricket Club will be visiting to play Warborough on the 6th August. Our thanks and 
congratulations go to Will Partridge for organising the Diamond Jubilee and Village Fair last year. 

 Film – There’s been a decline in filming on The Green this year with a days filming of Midsummer Murders. 
 Donations – See finance report. 
 
041 District Councillor’s Annual Report 
 The main news of the year has been the signing off of the Core Strategy. Marc Hiles offers his full support of 

any planned grant applications. 
 
042 County Councillor’s Annual Report 
 It’s been a difficult time for the County with £200 million of savings to find out of a total budget of £900 

million. Over the course of the year there has been a rationalising of the back office with the loss of a lot of 
middle management. The County are looking at co-location of public services to save money with Berinsfield 
being pushed as a pilot project. Children’s services, services for the elderly, the fire service and libraries have 
been protected. 

 Oxfordshire is the top performing recycling county in the country. The county’s also finding £19 million to 
provide superfast broadband by 2015. John Cotton is representing village interests in this project. The county 
are working with city and district colleagues to attract new investment to the economy after winning approval 
from the government for  the new city deal. 

  The County s doing what it can to boost the pot hole programme, doubling the amount of teams going out. 
They aim to repair 3,000 a month, with an estimated total of 36,000 to complete. The minerals and waste plan 
is going to a public enquiry The inspector has been appointed, but the enquiry may be delayed until the 
autumn. 

 LLG is the Chairman of the Strategy and Partners Committee and has completed her recommendations to 
overhaul the way OCC make strategies. Councillors in Oxfordshire have been reduced from 74 to 63, with 
elections being held on the 2nd May. LLG has provided finding and lobbied for the new pelican crossing at 
Shillingford Roundabout, reorganised the access to Clifden Hampden school to improve safety, helped 
Nuneham Courtney set up a lunch club, providing funding for black out blinds and lighting for the Theatre 
Group in Warborough, funded a new hearing loop system for Dorchester village hall and sponsored a bid for 
Stadhampton Community Centre of £50,000 from the Community Fund. MH thanked LLG for her hard work 
during the year. 

 
043 Reports by Village Organisations and statements by parishioners 
 The Cricket Club would welcome new members who would take part in new projects. They need some support 

to help with funding applications for the nets. A new grounds man is being employed this year. 
 
 Richard Pullen would be happy to join a Neighbourhood Plan Committee and recommends the village push 

ahead with it. 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.45pm 
  

 


