
 
Minutes of the Annual meeting of Warborough Parish Council                 

Held on Wednesday 6th April 2010 in the Greet Memorial Hall at 7.30 p m 
 

 
Present Cllr Michael Herbert (MH) Chair 

 Cllr Dominic Carter (DC) 
 Cllr Jim Thomson (JT) 
 Cllr Moray Scott-Dalgleish (MS-D) 
 Cllr Paul Jackson (PJ) 
 County Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale (LL-G) 
 Clerk Jo Burns (JB) 
  6 members of the public present 

 
43 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 7th April 2010 
 Circulated and approved May 2010 
44 Chairs Report  
First I should report that your Council has been much more stable in its composition than 
the previous year. I should like to thank all of them on your behalf for their work and 
advice. This is a well regarded village and one that owns a lot of property on your behalf. 
We take our responsibility as guardians and trustees of the village environment very 
seriously.  
Our prime responsibility is of course Warborough Green. It is a large open space and the 
Parish Council are its trustees to preserve it for recreation for all those who live in this 
village. The Act of Parliament that  brought us the land also restricts how we look after 
and use it. It requires us to take action that sometimes look odd to modern eyes. We 
endeavour to honour our trust and to make sensible decisions on a long term basis. The 
village owns three buildings, this the Greet Hall, the Pavilion on the Green, and the barn 
down on the allotments. We have endeavoured to maintain them in really good order. The 
frost damage to this building over Christmas has been repaired. 
We are concerned about the state of the Green in the area in front of houses on the Green 
South. There is enormous damage to the low bank and the grass due to car parking and 
erosion due to the narrow road in the same area. We have looked at the problem and our 
options to correct and restore the damage. We are about to start a consultation process 
with local residents and users and I will outline some of the ideas we are looking at as a 
solution. The triangular piece of Green in front of Six Bells and Anne Brewer’s house could 
be covered in plastic mesh which will protect the grass, when we allow parking on it. The 
entry point we propose would be a paved area along the side of the black top road which 
gives access to The Six Bells. We would move all cars currently parked on the edge of the 
diagonal road and encourage parking on this triangle. We could then use the technique we 
used opposite Nelly’s to rebuild the edge of the Green. This will inevitably narrow the 
roadway whilst it is protected. Restoration is likely to take more than six months. We have 
also been in negotiation with the Cricket Club to permit a permanent practice nets area.  
The current plans involve  using wheel-away nets stored in the area near the Festival 
store. This is a compromise to avoid too much interuption of the view, whilst encouraging 
good cricket training and practice. 
Filming of Midsomer Murders is taking place at present and will bring income of more than 
£2,000 to the parish alone.   
Planning is more of a chequered story. The Cricketers pub has been turned into a private 
house, and a house inserted into the Garden. Some developments that we supported have 
been turned down (Violets Farm and Henley Road in particular). The old greenhouse in the 
grounds of 76 Wallingford Road may now be replaced with a relevant new building. This 
we supported. 
In conclusion, I should like to compliment our Parish Clerk Jo Burns whose quiet 
competence we all greatly admire. The job of Parish Clerk is onerous and requires  sense 
of humour and diligence (quite apart from having to get on with the Chairman) and we are 
lucky to have a Clerk who possesses these virtues. 

 



45 Finance Report 
Bank statement balances as at 31st March 2011 were £66,796.37 for the Deposit account 
and £1,331.54 for the Current account in credit. Income for the year was £47,285. This 
includes the annual precept of £30,500, £7,007 ringfenced  from the Keen Edge Trust, 
income from The Greet Hall of £3818, rent from the cricket & FC of £540 and filming 
income of £1,482. Expenditure for the year was £32,515. This year the council spent 
£1935 improving and maintaining the Pavilion, £2,242 improving and maintaining The 
Greet Hall, £1,142 on maintaining trees, £3,773 on S 137 payments to St Laurence 
School, Royal British Legion, Roke and Benson Band and PAGE and £4738 on grasscutting 
(on which we receive £1,830 as a grant from OCC to help cover the expense). The council 
had a good report from the internal auditors. Arrow Accounting are continuing as internal 
auditors and will carrying out the audit in May. The current financial year’s accounts will be 
available for inspection from June 27 – July 22. 
 
46  Committee Reports 
Shillingford Wharf – has been kept as a quiet area for quiet enjoyment. A new sign 
displaying the bye-laws has been erected. 
Allotments - The allotments area continues to thrive and having developed a fourth row 
of allotment plots in Spring 2010, it has been encouraging to see these start to flourish. Of 
special note is a plot that has been developed into an orchard of miniature apple trees.  
In the year 2010-11, there has been a net gain of 1 new allotment holder (2 left, three 
newcomers). 
Greet Memorial Hall - All essential maintenance has been carried out. The kitchen ceiling 
has been replaced due to flooding and all pipe work in the roof has now been fully 
insulated, including the tank. Some further external redecorations to the south and east 
elevations are to be carried out this spring - estimated cost £750. A portable appliance 
test is to be carried out after 6.4.11. The annual fire extinguisher inspections are due and 
the Clerk is to contact Chubb to arrange a visit. Electrical inspection is due on 12.10.10. 
Regular hirings for the year are: weekly: Ladies Keep Fit, Short Mat Bowls, Jujitsu and 
monthly: Women’s Institute, Mowers and Growers. 
Highways & Safety - Since the 2009 review of speed limits conducted by the County 
Council, we have been expecting the introduction of a new 40mph zone on the A4074 
between Dorchester and Shillingford.  This was a welcome initiative to slow the traffic 
coming into Shillingford village and has now been implemented. Pot holes continue to be 
an issue within the village due to the adverse winter, and although the County Council do 
respond to our requests, the holes continue to appear. The County Council have 
restructured their highways department, and each district of the county now has a 
designated officer to deal with local issues. On a positive note, the number of incidents of 
anti-social driving in the village, particularly on the Green has reduced. This is due to the 
work of the Thames Valley police PCSOs who have worked hard to address the issue. 
Environment - The decision was taken to fell the large lime tree on the Green North, 
suffering from "ganaderma". There has been "Leafminer Moth" infestation affecting horse 
chestnut trees in the village. The Whitehead Plot is now being maintained to the 
satisfaction of neighbours. Various trees have been pruned, including the cherry near the 
shop, the ash behind Nellie's Cottage, the willow in Wharf Road and four poplars near the 
school. The Green South residents expressed concern in October about the churchyard 
trees on their boundary in a letter from William and Jenny Hall. Quotations were sought 
from Altom and Tony Craddock and the matter is in hand but SODC are not able to react 
very quickly. The Chairman is to contact Steve Cook regarding the restoration of the path 
between Green Lane and Henfield View. It was agreed that a sign would be put up in 
Henfield View where the track leads to the field. It was also agreed in March that a dog 
mess bin would also be installed in Henfield View.  
Planning – covered in the Chair’s report. 
Flooding and Ditches - Berinsfield Community Business has cleared out the ditches from 
Quaker Lane to Shillingford. The ditch by Six Bells was cleared by JT, but unfortunately 
there’s no water at present to test if it was successful. 
 
 
 



Pavilion - All external balusters now changed and repainted where damaged.  Works to 
complete are the minor internal decorations to the showers and changing rooms following 
plaster and tiling repairs – estimated cost £100. External decorations to railings and 
woodwork to the north side of the building – estimated cost £500. Roof repairs to be 
carried out by roofing contractor, Graham Buckingham have been instructed – estimated 
cost £150. Portable appliance testing is to take place after 6.4.11. The refrigerator and 
dishwasher have failed the previous PAT test and should not be used. The PC are to 
discuss changing both appliances. The electrical inspection is due in May 2012. 
The quotation for repairs to extract fans and replacement tubular heaters in the shower 
rooms together with two new 2KW wall heaters in each of the changing rooms – estimated 
cost £945. 
Recreation - The Parish provides two playgrounds with outdoor equipment at Hammer 
Lane and in the South Corner of the Green. The Green itself is maintained by the council 
as trustees for the provision of recreation and is utilised for Club football and club cricket 
throughout the year. The council commissioned an independent report into the safety of 
the two outdoor play areas and the apparatus within from RosPA which was received on 
24th September 2010.  The council has accepted and commissioned works to implement 
the reports recommendations and the last of these works will be completed between the 
11th & 12th April.  It is the council’s intention to commission a further inspection by RosPA 
in the next fiscal year at the end of the summer. The Parish Council was asked by the 
Cricket Club in October 2009 to endorse the provision of permanent cricket nets on the 
Green.  After extensive consultation and debate the Parish Council has endorsed the 
Cricket Clubs proposal to SODC planning seeking planning permission for the erection of 
two mobile nets and the construction of two permanent all weather lanes centrally and 
adjacent to the allotment boundary on the Green.  To date the Cricket Club has not 
formally approached SODC for planning permission to proceed. 
Affordable Housing - The Parish of Warborough was surveyed in September 2007 to 
evaluate the need to provide social housing.  A response rate of 36% out of 405 letter box 
dropped properties identified the need for up to 14 properties offering between 1 bed and 
4 bed accommodation provided on the basis of either rental or shared ownership 
properties. In 2009, the Oxfordshire Rural Communities Council (ORCC) formally began to 
explore the provision of 6-8 affordable properties through the Oxfordshire Rural Housing 
Partnership in consultation with SODC (Housing) and the Social Housing Association SohA. 
Seven potential sites around the village were identified and sent to SODC planning for 
evaluation in November 2007 however only two sites were deemed to have any merit for 
potential as Rural Exception Sites, these being Six Acre Field and the field adjacent to 
Shillingford roundabout which both sit outside the Oxfordshire Green Belt. Over the 
following couple of years Soha looked closely at the possibility of an exception site 
development on part of the 6 acres field (north of the primary school) but the land was not 
available. In late 2009, the field adjacent to Shillingford Roundabout was considered and 
the landowner was contacted but it was confirmed that this land is not available either. 
Anna Kennedy, Rural Housing Enabler, at ORCC wrote to Warborough Parish Council on 23 
Feb 2011 to confirm in conjunction with Soha that they have effectively exhausted all 
options for a Rural Exception Site in Warborough at the present time. 
Parish Magazine – provides the PC with one way of communicating with the village. 
Website - The website has been visited 3430 times in the last year by 2381 users (April 
2010 - March 2011). The top 5 most visited pages are: 1.Homepage, 2.Car Boot Sales 
3.Agendas & Minutes, 4.Warborough Green and, 5.Midsomer Murders. 
We had a site update issue this year which had an impact on new content appearing on 
the site. This has now been resolved. We welcome other members of the community to 
submit articles and news to the site. 
Film Officer – Midsomer Murders continues to be filmed in the village. 
Donations – PJ described the methodology that is used to highlight the most relevant 
charities to our Parish. Donations are considered every six months, the most recent being 
to Air Ambulance, CAB and the Oxfordshire Association for the Blind. 
 
47 District Councillors annual report – Not present 
 
 



48 County Councillors annual report - The Budget Oxfordshire County Council 
provides 80 per cent of the local government services in the county. Our revenue budget 
for 2010/11 is £973 million. Of this, 65% is funded by central government; 29% comes 
from the council tax and 6% from charges and income. We have faced significant 
reductions in central government funding this year amounting to approximately £109 
million from our budget over the coming four years. This has meant changing both the 
services we provide and how we deliver them. This scale of cuts could not be achieved 
simply by efficiencies. It was very clear that the situation required a wholesale review of 
services and some fundamental thinking about priorities.  The county council has been 
asked to make some very difficult and in some cases very unpopular decisions. 
It was not until mid December that we finally received a financial settlement 
announcement from central government which left only a few weeks to settle a budget for 
approval by Council on 15th February 2011. We gave a commitment to a zero council tax 
increase for 2011/12 and this has been achieved by planning for a 2.5% rise in council tax 
revenue which is being funded by a central government grant to lead to a council tax 
freeze. Our largest area of spend is Children, Young People & Families at £540 million.  Of 
this £400 million goes straight to schools and is ring-fenced by the government. Also 
included is Children’s Social Care of £43 million, School Transport of £17 million; Special 
Educational Needs of £28 million; Youth and Connexions Service of £12 million and 
Children’s Centres of £11 million. Our second largest area of spend is on Adult Social Care, 
totalling almost £200 million.  This is under severe pressure with a growing elderly 
population. Next is Environment & Economy at £83 million, including Transport at £48 
million and Waste Disposal at £22 million. Smaller but important service areas include our 
Fire & Rescue Service at £25 million; Libraries & Heritage at £12 million; our Schools 
Music Service at £2.7 million and Trading Standards at £2.5 million.  With properties 
valued at £1.3 billion we have debt requiring annual debt repayments of £40 million. All 
areas have taken a share of the cuts in government funding representing approximately 
26% of their budgets and we have faced with some very difficult decisions around 
prioritisation.   
Change of Approach on funding for Libraries  
One of the services that had to make savings is the Library network. Out of all the county 
council services the loss of 20 libraries out of 43 has caused the most public concern, and 
given rise to a very vocal campaign to keep them open. The county council has listened to 
the people of Oxfordshire and although it remains committed to finding savings in 
expenditure, it wants to do so in a way that has sustained popular support. To that end 
the policy towards libraries is changing to keep them open and seek to improve the level 
of service that the public receive. The aim is to go ahead with £1m savings in terms of 
central costs by increasing efficiency and reducing the number of staff at OCC with 
responsibility for this area. The additional £1m savings originally identified will be 
contingent on making efficiencies in the library network and will not be met through a 
programme that involves funding being withdrawn from the 20 libraries identified in 
previous proposals. Every library will now be assessed during a consultation process that 
will commence at the end of May and continue until September.  
Additional Funds for Highway Maintenance 
The amount of extra money the Government is allocating to OCC for highways 
maintenance is more than expected - £3.5 million rather than £1.1m. This is to be used to 
invest in improving the structure of our roads which in turn will prevent pot holes 
developing. It is not available simply to fill potholes. The types of work will be: large areas 
of patching, resurfacing of areas of road and full reconstruction. This will enable the 
County Council to invest in the long term future of the roads – rather than just fire-
fighting. The Council is required to publish what this funding has achieved by the end of 
Sept 2011. Therefore the plan is to have a programme of works agreed during April and 
for work to start during May. This will enable OCC to deliver the schemes during the period 
of better weather. It is essential that work starts quickly and is spread throughout the 
summer to achieve the best value for money. In addition the Council will be ensuring that 
the programme is communicated widely to the public to ensure that wide coverage can be 
given to what is achieved.  
Speed Cameras 
Last summer the county council decided to stop funding the Thames Valley Partnership to 



save money. This organization was responsible for running the speed cameras in the 
county and they decided to turn them off. However, after negotiations with the Thames 
Valley Police it was agreed that from 1 April 2011speed cameras would be turned back on 
and funded from the Speed Awareness Courses run by the police. The level at which these 
courses are offered and also the cost they charge for them is being raised. The cost of the 
courses has gone up from £79.50 to £95.00. People caught speeding will only be able to 
attend one course in a 3 year period.  Oxfordshire County Council funding is restricted to 
the maintenance of fixed sites. The media has been making selective use of statistics 
supplied by Thames Valley Police.  They report that road fatalities have increased from 12 
over a year to 18 – citing a “50% increase”.  However, there is no evidence that the 
additional fatalities were the result of speed nor that they happened in proximity to 
inoperative speed cameras. Public opinion appears to be polarised on this issue.  
The Big Society  
The coalition government launched its “Big Society” idea to enable and encourage local 
communities to provide services that local government will no longer be able to afford. On 
16th February the County Council officially launched its Big Society Fund, which will enable 
local people to bid for start-up funding to help them take responsibility for providing 
services in their community. The council is keen to create an environment in which it is as 
easy as possible for communities to do things for themselves, and the £600,000 Big 
Society Fund is a part of this. Projects could include but do not have to be restricted to 
taking on responsibility for libraries and youth services, day opportunities for older people 
or community transport. The council will require a viable business case from communities 
but is determined to work closely with people to advise them on the process. I hope 
community groups and local individuals in my area will see this as an opportunity to come 
forward with creative and sustainable ideas and I look forward to working with them. 
Minerals & Waste Development Framework 
As the County Councillor who represents seven parishes in South Oxfordshire who feared 
they would be devastated by large scale gravel extraction I was hugely relieved that the 
County Council Cabinet took the decision on 19th October to concentrate gravel extraction 
in existing areas of the county. I have consistently supported the option to continue 
working at existing sites, and I would suggest that any other option that would have 
blighted so many rural communities without justification was totally unacceptable. The 
local communities came together in November 2009 and the successful defence of our 
area was due in no small measure to the dedicated and highly effective campaign run over 
the last year by PAGE (Parishes Against Gravel Extraction). As a result the Dorchester 
/Warborough/Benson area is now precluded from assessment within the period of the 
proposed Minerals & Waste Development Framework up to 2030. In addition as a result of 
representations made by their Parish Council supported by myself, Nuneham Courtenay 
has been taken out as well. In the unlikely event that gravel is required from this area the 
preferred site for extraction will be Cholsey. However the "Stadhampton/Berinsfield"  and 
“Clifton Hampden” areas are being retained by OCC as "not being precluded from further 
assessment". These proposals will now go out to a further round of consultation in June 
2011. In addition, the Atkins report sponsored by OCC on gravel supply and demand in 
Oxfordshire that I began calling for a year ago, was presented to cabinet on 16th Feb. It 
supports our contention that 2.1mtpa was far too high a target figure for gravel extraction 
and comes down in favour of 1.26mtpa. This is very good news and if successfully 
promoted to central government could be the first blow Oxfordshire strikes for localism! 
Once finalized and combined with the County’s Waste Strategy, the Development 
Framework will be subject to public enquiry probably by the end of 2011. The waste 
strategy has fallen behind in the timetable due in part to the delays in choosing a site for 
the county’s incinerator. Two sites were proposed, one at Sutton Courtenay and the other 
at Ardley near Bicester. This issue has now been settled and much to the relief of some 
local residents the incinerator will be built at Ardley. The policy on waste re-cycling plants 
is due to go out to consultation in June with the minerals proposals. 
Berinsfield Library 
Unfortunately Berinsfield library was one of the 20 libraries listed as those about to loose 
their funding. The public meeting held on 15th January to discuss the withdrawal of funds 
was attended by about 60 people. I explained that if it was impossible to keep the library 
as it is there could be a whole range of options for saving it such as re-locating it or 



facilitating a co-location with another community service in the existing building to reduce 
costs. Since then I have formed a Berinsfield Library Working Group to liaise between the 
County Council and the Parish Council and it met for the first time on 8th February. I am 
currently working with OCC officers to provide the necessary information with which to 
help the group produce a robust case to save the library because although OCC has now 
responded to the huge public outcry against the funding cut backs with a promise to ‘think 
again’ every library will now have to make its case for survival. 
Berinsfield Day Centre 
For some time now I have been a Trustee of the day centre which meets on Tuesdays and 
Fridays at the Marsh Baldon Village Hall because no suitable accommodation could be 
found in Berinsfield. At a recent meeting of the Trustees it was agreed to try again to find 
a suitable venue within the village. Several site visits have taken place and a favoured site 
has been identified. If all goes well the day centre should be able to return to Berinsfield 
within the next few months. 
Culham Primary School, European School 
Sadly after three years of trying to find a new head teacher, and experiencing falling pupil 
numbers and consequential loss of funding, the Primary School is facing closure from 
August 2011. A very active campaign is being waged to try and buy the Governors time to 
find a new head teacher and to establish a federation with another local school. The 
county council Cabinet has tried to give the School Governors as much time as possible to 
rectify the situation. The European School at Culham has had its European funding 
withdrawn and has failed in an attempt to become an Academy School, and is now trying 
to set up as a Free School from next September. It would be a wonderful solution if the 
two schools could come together as a Free School. However this outcome looks uncertain 
at the moment. 
 
49 Reports by village organisations and statements by parishioners – 
St Laurence Church - has attempted to broaden the management by creating two new 
groups, the Church Hall Management Group and the Social Group. With financial support 
from the Parish Council the churchyard has been cleared and levelled to provide more 
burial space. The church continues with its main job of praying for the community, anyone 
can join in at 8.15 every morning in church. 
St Laurence Hall Management Group – have raised a total of £2300 towards 
improvements for the Hall. Roof repairs were completed in 2010 and refurbishment of the 
storeroom is planned. A storage trolley for the tables has been ordered and volunteers 
have stripped paint in readiness for internal decorations. Further maintenance work is 
planned when funds are available. 
Warborough & Shillingford Society holds two meetings every year and last year 
celebrated it’s 40th anniversary with exhibition of items of historical interest from the 
village. Two members of the committee will be retiring this year with Elaine Drury and Will 
Partridge being invited to join in their place. 
Warborough & Shillingford Community Fund – was formed in 2002 to organise the 
Car Boot Sales on The Green. The money raised is divided between the PC, the 
Community Fund and St Laurence School with a ratio of 50:25:25 respectively. The net 
income for 2010 was £3368, with two sales having to be cancelled due to bad weather. 
The WI – is an educational charity and each year there’s a programme of talks and 
activities. Last year the focus was on tapping into local resources, those of friends and 
neighbours. The book club was recently started and a visit to the Oxford Literary Festival 
is planned next week. Sadly two members died last year, Jenny Herbert and Marjorie 
Brown, both had been long standing and active members and are sadly missed. 
 
The Meeting closed at 9.22pm. 
 
 
 


