
   
Minutes of the Annual meeting of Warborough Parish Council                 

Held on Wednesday 7th April 2010 in the Greet Memorial Hall at 7.30 p m 
 

DRAFT SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION DRAFT 
 
Present Cllr Michael Herbert (MH) Chair 
  Cllr Anne Brewer (AB) Vice Chair 
  Cllr Steve Thompson (ST) 
  Cllr Jim Thomson (JT) 
  Cllr Moray Scott-Dalgeish (MSD) 
  Cllr Dominic Carter 
  Clerk Jo Burns (JB) 
  County Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale (LLG) 
 
2010/040 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 1st April 2009.  
Circulated and approved May 2009. 
 
2010/041 Matters arising from the minutes.  
None 
 
2010/042 Chair’s Report 
When reviewing the last year it reveals how much has happened in the last twelve 
months. At this time the Council was working on plans to provide recreation areas for 
older children and adults on the Green. MH was not Chairman of the Council and he 
is the only Councillor of that period who is still a Councillor today.  
 
Three Councillors resigned for a variety of reasons concerning the uproar that 
developed over the project, and a further three stayed long enough to ensure that 
the Council remained quorate and able to carry out routine tasks, while plans were 
made to secure replacement Councillors. This was an urgent task, if he remembers 
accurately; there was a period of time in which he was the Chairman of every sub 
committee. This was not a situation which could continue for very long. The 
Chairmanship of your Council was entrusted to MH in July but he has tried to cover 
the whole of the year. 
 
As replacement Councillors became available the Council slowly began to reform. 
Anne Brewer, Steve Thompson and Jim Thomson were the first new Councillors and 
MH would like to thank them for the way in which they have picked up the reins of 
duty with enthusiasm and energy. As a by product of resigning Councillors we lost 
our Greet Hall caretaker and cleaner, and Brian Thompson our Parish Clerk decided 
to resign. We endeavored to find both a Clerk and a Greet Hall Caretaker and 
Candida Grant was appointed to both roles. After a six month trial period, that 
appointment was not confirmed on a permanent basis. As you will see soon the 
decision to terminate that employment cost the village some unusual charges. MH is 
now pleased to report that we now have a new Clerk Ms Jo Burns who is getting to 
grips with the Parish Office and keeping the Chairman on the straight and narrow. 
Last month we appointed a new Caretaker/ Cleaner Leila Nagy and MH hopes that 
this will work well. 
 
 
 
 



 
Further new Councillors were co-opted Moray Scott Dalgleish, Katie Whell and 
Dominic Carter. Finally Katie Whell has resigned due to pressure of work. In the 
period of time that she was with us she achieved a lot and MH is very sorry that the 
village has lost her services so soon. Becoming a Parish Councillor for the first time is 
hard work. It takes time to understand how our level of local government works and 
your new Councillors will in their reports tell you of the innovations we have made. 
However we have seen many events that give us cause for concern and future 
action.  
 
After a four year quiet period Gravel Extraction policies by Oxford County Council 
have returned to haunt us again. It was perhaps our fault that what we realised was 
only a break in activity in 2006 was by many taken as an assumption that we had 
“won”. What we had received was a four year breathing pause.  Fighting it again is 
going to cost money and more areas of our Parish and for our immediate neighbours 
are now under threat. The Parish is providing a large number of workers on the 
revitalised PAGE working groups. To know more in detail come to the open meeting 
on Saturday. 
 
The campaign to register Shillingford Wharf as Parish land has been brought to 
fruition. MH would like to thank Maggie Pullen for the hard work she put in, in 
collecting names and information. Our solicitor has the task of consulting with Land 
registry on this topic and also trying to complete the work on The Green and other 
parish land. 
 
We have been approached by the Keen Edge Ferry Bridge trust to take over the 
creation and ongoing care of a permissive path to join Wharf Road to the Ferry site. 
Finance is provided by the charity. Our next task is to conduct due diligence on costs 
and the agreement of the landowner.  It is the intention of the Parish Council to 
carry out this task both for the benefit of the Parish and for the wider benefit of 
those walking the Thames Path. 
 
At the time of writing this report with the General Election now called, and with one 
party intending to make changes to planning law, we will need to consider creating a 
Parish Plan. With a view to improve and modernise our consultation process we have 
created a new Parish Website, as well as creating a vibrant parish asset.  Steve 
Thompson & Katie Whell have made a really good start to this project and we hope 
that people will start to use it and also to contribute to it. Steve will report in detail 
on this project. 
 
The sports Pavilion has had major upgrade to its plumbing to allow the football club 
to compete in the First Division.  Sadly cleaner footballers are not necessarily better 
footballers as W&SFC are right at the bottom of their division.  We wish them better 
luck this coming year. 
 
All the parish buildings have been kept in good order, although we still suffer 
damage to the pavilion rails by too-energetic young persons. The contracts for 
mowing The Green, the Thame road verges have all been well conducted. The 
clearing of the Thame Road ditch was a good precaution for this very wet winter, and 
the work to improve the Warborough Road section will be tackled in the coming year. 
MH personally thanks all of his fellow councillors for their enthusiasm, efforts and for 
support. We are now hoping for a volunteer to fill the latest vacancy. And a final 
poignant note, that the post of Parish Transport representative has become vacant. 



 
2010/043 Finance Report 
The council’s total bank balance as at 31st March 2010 was £52,212.55. 
Income for the year was £42,730; this includes the annual precept of £29,000, 
income from The Greet Hall, car boot sales, filming and pitches fees. 
Expenditure was £36,524. This year the main expenditure was for improvements to 
the Pavilion. 
The council received a good report from the internal auditors last June. Arrow 
Accounting is the councils new internal auditors and will begin the audit in May. 
The 2008/09 accounts are available for inspection. The current years accounts will be 
available in June. 
The council are allowed to hold savings if capital expenditure is expected in the 
future. We do regularly overspend the precept budget and use income from other 
sources. 
 
DC highlighted the importance of being sensitive to a 7.2% increase in council tax 
and comparing it to the council’s healthy bank balance. MH replied that we were 
conscious of PAGE coming up again, adding that if we don’t spend it all on PAGE and 
capital items we can rein back council tax increases in future years. 
 
2010/044 Committee Reports 
Allotments - ST 
The allotments area is developing well. We welcomed eleven new allotment holders 
and one extension.  The fourth row of allotments was prepared in spring 2010, 
leaving one row remaining (approximately 8 plots) from the northern border to the 
tennis court area. 
 
A question was raised concerning the requirement to extend the water supply. ST 
replied that we would need to extend it and MH added that he PC can normally 
provide the materials when they are needed. 
 
Greet Memorial Hall - JT 
Maintenance & Repairs: All essential maintenance has been carried out. One area of 
timber shiplap boarding to the rear of the hall has had a temporary repair done to 
make it watertight and is due to have a permanent repair carried out by David 
Seymour in due course. 
Some external decorating will take place over the summer period, price awaited from 
David Seymour. 
Facilities and Equipment: A portable appliance test was carried out on 06.04.2010 
The annual check on Fire Extinguishers is due in November 2010. Clerk to note. 
The Electrical Inspection is due on the 12.10.2010. Clerk to note. 
Hall Bookings: Regular Hiring’s for the year are -  
Weekly: Ladies Keep Fit, Short Mat Bowls Club and Jujitsu Club 
Monthly: Women’s Institute and Mowers and Growers 
 
A question was raised asking if the new caretaker can put out tables and chairs in 
preparation for the Parish Meeting. The Clerk will make the request. 
 
Highways & Safety - ST 
Thame Road: Resurfaced in 2009 by Oxfordshire County Council. 
Shillingford Bridge: Work continues on the repairs to Shillingford Bridge after the 
completion of the single lane traffic scheme last year.   
 



Potholes: After the severe winter of 2009-2010, the village roads continue to suffer 
from potholes.  Oxfordshire County Council have filled in potholes on the major 
routes through the village, but many of the peripheral lanes (Green Lane, Hammer 
Lane, The Green South, link between The Green South and The Green North) 
continue to suffer from a poor road surface. 
Oxfordshire County Council Speed Restrictions review: In 2009, OCC conducted a 
countywide review of speed limits. 
Two proposals affect the Parish: 
1. A change to 50mph on the A329 from Warborough to Newington, which the Parish 
Council supported.  2. The introduction of a 40mph intermediate zone on the A4074 
from the Dorchester exit to Shillingford village. This 40mph intermediate zone 
proposal included a short stretch of the current 30mph zone which currently covers 
several outlying houses at Shillingford; this would mean that the speed restriction 
would be changed from 30mph to 40mph. After formal objections by residents, the 
Parish Council and County Councillor, this was altered to ensure that the current 
30mph limit remained. 
The proposals are due to be implemented in 2010. 
 
Environment - AB 
Dog Fouling: Since last summer complaints received from Henfield View concerning 
dog fouling and removal of sign. David Seymour now instructed to fix next sign in a 
more permanent manner. Residents have been asked to report culprits to the PC. 
Horse Chestnuts: Concern about disease affecting these trees.  Reported on 
information from RHS and asked tree surgeon whether grease bands placed around 
trunks would help but he felt not. 
Tree Surgery: Carried out on trees on Green and churchyard.  One of the Lime Trees 
on the Green North appears to be infected with ganaderma, and it was proposed that 
this should be reduced in size by 50%.  The Tree Officer at SODC has now said that 
he would like us to seek a Picas test from an arborial consultant, in order to gain a 
greater understanding of whether such a significant step is necessary.  An estimate 
has been obtained from Simon Holmes in Arborfield for £270 plus mileage.  All Cllrs 
agree to go ahead with the test. Clerk to action 
 
Planning – MH 
There have been no major contentious planning applications this year. Applications 
that have been recommended for approval by the PC, that have subsequently been 
refused permission by SODC, have been cases where strict planning regulations have 
been imposed. For example; 4 Henley Road Shillingford, where planning permission 
was refused for a new 2 storey house. 
It’s important to note that if there is a change in government there will be a need to 
introduce a Parish Plan, which will involve the whole village. 
 
Flooding and Ditches – DC 
Berinsfield Community Business (BCB) clears the ditches once a year in preparation 
for the winter rain. When BCB completed the clearing last October they thought they 
saw water voles. 
MH issued an email request concerning the suspected presence of water voles in the 
ditches along Thame Road. It was agreed to contract Windrush Ecology to carry out 
a survey to confirm or deny their presence. The survey is due to be carried out in 
April. Water voles are a protected species and this may have implications for future 
ditch maintenance. 
 
 



Pavilion – MH 
The sports Pavilion has had major upgrade, with new showers fitted, to allow the 
football club to compete in the First Division. We still suffer damage to the pavilion 
rails by too-energetic young persons. JT suggests introducing intermediate horizontal 
rails to strengthen the rails and stop further damage. Action: JT to get a quote. 
 
Recreation - DC 
The sub-committee met to review in late November and determined the following: 
Hammer Lane and The Green playgrounds were surveyed to comply with H&S via 
RoSPA survey carried out Aug 2009. In summary a number of recommendations 
resulted: 
a. The Green playground is safe but there are some repairs needed at the Hammer 
Lane playground, 
b. Dave Seymour has been instructed and will complete the work by the end of April. 
The action plan is available for inspection. 
 
Affordable Housing – All 
A survey was carried out, but it has been very quiet. Two sites were being 
considered. Site 6 is now ruled out and Site 2 is still under consideration (beside 
Hammer Lane playground). 
 
Parish Magazine – AB 
Regular monthly reports of PC news are submitted. This month a Cllr vacancy notice 
and Transport Liaison Officer will be advertised in the magazine. ST advised to add 
‘for the latest news and further information please visit 
www.warboroughshillingford.org’. 
 
Website – ST 
A new website was launched in February 2010 www.warboroughshillingford.org. The 
website has been visited 787 times by 373 visitors making 2516 page views and 52 
new news and information articles have been posted since launch.  The top 5 most 
popular pages are: 
1. Homepage 
2. Car Boot Sales page 
3. Agendas & Minutes page 
4. Councillors page 
5. Parish News 
The Councillors and Parish Clerk were all given new email addresses 
firstname.lastname@warboroughparishcouncil.org 
 
Discipline and Staffing - JT 
Please refer to Chair’s report. Nothing more to report. 
 
Film Officer – MH 
We had one visit from Bentley productions last year filming for Midsummer Murders. 
This will be broadcast Wednesday 14th April at 8pm. They have no plans to return 
this year. 
 
A question was raised asking if we should consider registering with a location agency 
as this brings income for the village. MH replied that the village would need to be 
consulted. 
 
 



2010/045 District Councillors Annual Report. 
Please see separate report. Apologies received from Phil Cross, he’s attending a 
District Planning meeting. 
 
2010/046 County Councillors Annual Report 
The Incinerator 
Lorraine Lindsay-Gale reports that the single biggest issue for the County Council 
over the past year has been where to build an ‘energy from waste’ incinerator. After 
many years of consultation two contractors were short-listed. WRG submitted a 
planning application to build at Sutton Courtenay, Viridor to build at Ardley near 
Bicester. In September the County Council Cabinet resolved to give preferred bidder 
status to Viridor. Planning applications from both companies were heard at the 
Planning & Resources Committee on 19th October. Both were refused permission. 
Viridor has lodged an appeal against the decision and this will be heard at a Public 
Inquiry between 6th – 10th July 2010. The possibility that an energy from waste plant 
could be built at Sutton Courtenay caused considerable concern among some 
residents in this area. Sadly, the situation is not yet resolved since both companies 
have the option to seek planning permission for alternative plans in the future. The 
County Council continues to negotiate on the terms of a 25 year contract with 
Viridor. 
 
The Oxford Green Belt  
Another long-running matter for local concern has been the proposed development of 
4,500 houses in the Oxford Green Belt at Grenoble Road, south east of the City. The 
County Council supports the protection of this part of Oxford’s Green Belt, and local 
opposition to the development has been strong and united. Following five separate 
legal challenges to the South East Plan, the Secretary of State conceded that 
insufficient consideration was given to reasonable alternatives to the proposed urban 
extension and although precise details are still unclear it is likely that the plan will 
not go ahead.  
 
Biogas Plant at Upper Farm, Warborough 
The application for an anaerobic digestion biogas plant received the go ahead at the 
County Council Planning & Regulation Committee meeting held on 14th September. 
The unit will recycle commercial food waste and pig slurry and convert them into 
fertilizer which will be spread on the surrounding fields. The biogas produced during 
the process will generate electricity. This green technology is needed within the 
County to deal with commercial food waste. Permission for a similar plant at Yarnton 
was granted last month.  
 
Some local residents expressed concerns over the impact this development would 
have upon traffic movements on the A329. The applicant has committed to a 
maximum of 3 delivery trucks per day, a level of increase found to be acceptable by 
the Highways Authority, taking into account that trucks could approach the plant 
from either direction i.e. come through Warborough or Stadhampton and Newington. 
Any waste produced by the plant will be used as fertilizer on the surrounding 
farmland resulting in no further vehicle trips. Deliveries will be limited to times 
outside peak traffic hours. It is to be hoped that these measures together with the 
implementation of a 50mph speed limit between Warborough and Newington will 
alleviate undue impact upon local residents. 
 
A question was raised asking what would happen if there are more than 3 trucks a 
day. LLG replied that they would need to be reported. 



 
Gravel Extraction 
In 2003 eight local parishes came together and successfully defended the area from 
massive gravel extraction plans. At that time LLG was pleased to be involved with 
the Parishes Against Gravel Extraction action group, running the archaeological field 
walking and co-writing the archaeological report with John Howell MP. 
 
Now this area is being forced to defend itself again. The first stage of the 
consultation process on the Core Strategy of the County Council’s new Minerals & 
Waste Development Framework was completed in March 2010. This Strategy, which 
is due to be completed by 2011, features five Strategic Spatial Options, four of which 
include this area as potentially viable for new gravel extraction. This Strategy is 
being driven by a regional target that significantly overestimates demand.  LLG 
believes the pressure to open new areas for extraction should and must be 
challenged. It must be proved once and for all that this is not the right area for 
gravel extraction. As County Councillor for seven threatened Parishes LLG will 
continue to do all she can to help them protect their environment from destruction. 
 
Heritage Champion 
The County Council Cabinet has just appointed LLG Heritage Champion for 
Oxfordshire. She is delighted to take up this position, particularly in light of the PAGE 
campaign and the potential threat from gravel extraction to nationally important 
archaeological remains in the Dorchester, Warborough, Benson area. Apart from her 
very local concerns she looks forward to the opportunities this appointment may give 
her to fight for heritage issues across the County. 
 
County ‘A’ & ‘B’ Roads Speed Limits Review 
As result of the review in October several of our local roads will have speed limit 
reductions. The Transport Decisions Committee met on 11th February 2010. The 
following decisions were taken: 
A4074 Shillingford/Warborough/Dorchester Area 
New 40mph limit from Dorchester turn towards Shillingford…30mph speed limit on 
the approach to Shillingford to remain unchanged. 
A329 Newington to Warborough 
New 50 mph limit confirmed. 
B4015 Clifton Hampden to Chiselhampton 
New 50 mph speed limit confirmed. Request for 30/40mph at Little Baldons 
Farm/Marylands - to be reviewed at a later stage. 
A4015 Clifton Hampden and Burcot 
Suggested rise of limit from 30mph to 50mph rejected. Order will now be revised to 
implement a 40 mph limit. 
 
Berinsfield Pre-school to get £300,000 new building 
Berinsfield Pre-school has been successful in winning their bid to the County Council 
for a new building. The brand new, modular unit will provide separate facilities for 
staff and a far larger play area for the children. The proposed building will be moved 
closer to the road to enable improved, direct access for parents.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Training Event at H Riders Café  
A new initiative this year has been the County Council’s commitment of funds for a 
series of training and speed awareness events for motorcyclists. The initiative for this 
involvement came from the H Riders Club committee who are based at the H Café on 
the Berinsfield roundabout who are very aware and concerned about the rising 
number of complaints from local residents about noise and dangerous driving. Two 
very successful Training Days have been held on 19th September and 7th March 2010 
which were supported by the Police, the Fire Service, the Advanced Motorists 
Association and the County Council. These successful events have been featured in 
the local press, on the radio and BBC TV news. Many riders have filled out a 
Questionnaire produced by the County Council which was intended to demonstrate a 
willingness to search for a comfortable balance between the needs and expectations 
of our local communities and the motorcycle fraternity. The data has been collated 
and used to inform future actions and policy by the County Council. As a result a 
bikers’ newsletter is now being produced, a County Council web page designed and I 
have been appointed Motorcycle Champion for the County. 
 
Personal Progress 
LLG was elected to the County Council in June 2009 and was appointed to sit on the 
Planning & Regulation Committee and the Growth & Infrastructure Scrutiny 
Committee.  
Deputy Leader – Backbench 
LLG has just been elected Deputy Leader Backbench. This role makes her the Leader 
of the 42 backbench Conservative Councillors, and their representative to the 10 
Cabinet members.  It also entitles her to attend Cabinet meetings.  
 
2010/047 Reports by Village Organisations and Statements by Parishioners 
 
Roy - President of the Cricket Club (CC)  
Roy reports that the CC has had a revival in it’s membership, especially amongst the 
young members (5 to 10 year olds) which number into their 100’s. He said that they 
are going to need a practice pitch and is very keen to reach a conclusion concerning 
the CCs proposal to build cricket nets. He raised the question of how we could 
achieve this. 
 
After much discussion, with different points of view taken into consideration, ST 
stated that we have a responsibility as councillors to be objective, impartial and 
representative of the villages and at the moment we don’t have their representative 
views. 
 
DC proposed allocating a Cllr to define the ‘how?’ process. The proposal was 
seconded by MH and DC was nominated. All Cllrs agreed. Action: DC to return to 
the May meeting with options for different processes, to be voted on, and to 
respond to Roy.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.40pm. 
 
 


